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activities - Summer 2020 
 

Wildern Local Nature Reserve – A hotspot for Dragonflies!!! 

There is some great news to report on our biodiversity monitoring activities; we have recorded 4 

new dragonfly species this year including the Downy Emerald and the Small Red Damselfly both 

considered as scarce by the experts. The other two new records are the Four-spotted Chaser and the 

Brown Hawker. In total we have a tally of 19 different species recorded this year alone! These 

developments are significant, putting Wildern LNR firmly on the dragonfly map at both a county and 

national level. 

 

 
Above: The rare Small Red Damselfly, Coltsfoot Pond, 18th Aug 2020 – usually a heathland species 

 

You might expect that a local nature reserve that encompasses a series of wetlands would do well on 

the dragonfly front, but our reserve is located within an urban setting surrounded by housing estates 

and retail parks.  

 

Out of the 21 dragonfly species now recorded (over 3 seasons), we now have 4 on the uncommon to 

rare spectrum, the other two being the Hairy Dragonfly and the Keeled Skimmer, though others are 

not that common, either, such as the Ruddy Darter and Golden-ringed Dragonfly. 

 

Many of these colourful and energetic dragonflies can be regularly seen on a bright afternoon close 

to Coltsfoot Pond by Coltsfoot Close, so why not take your camera and try and get some good 

photos. 

 

 

Below – Four-spotted Chaser first seen at Coltsfoot Pond, 8th May 2020 and the local and scarce 

Downy Emerald, Coltsfoot Pond, 19th May 2020 

 



 

 
 

 

 

Wildern Local Nature Reserve – getting bigger?? 

The other piece of good news is that Eastleigh Borough Council and Hedge End Town Council is 

reviewing a proposal from the Friends of Wildern Local Nature Reserve (FWLNR) to expand the 

existing Wildern LNR footprint by the incorporation of adjacent council owned lands. The proposal 

will involve legal transfer, amenity value and cost issues and as such has been referred to the EBC 

Community Asset Board for their consideration. We cannot provide members with full details of the 

actual land under consideration however given our proposal is accepted in full, there will be a 

substantial increase in the size of the LNR which we believe we be of benefit to the public, the 

Councils and of course to the Biodiversity in the Wildern area. As we all know the local councils have 



declared a Climate and Environment Emergency and we believe our proposal is a great opportunity 

to further improve the management of the area’s habitats with the aim of protecting and enhancing 

wildlife  – putting into practice the priorities declared in words. 

 

 

 

Membership of the Friends of Wildern Local Nature Reserve (FWLNR). 

Firstly, we would like to welcome all those who have signed up to our main Facebook group, joined 

our email listing and/or follow us on Twitter, since our last newsletter. 

 

Our support base now exceeds 300, with 290 members on our main Facebook group.  We have a 

further 100+ followers on our Twitter account. 

 
 

Join us on Twitter @WildernFriends, on our main Facebook group: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2030431683870743/ ,and our photographic/species record 

group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1994132483975643/ for those wishing to delve deeper 

into the detail. 

 

We have witnessed a noticeable increase in the numbers of wildlife enthusiasts visiting the LNR, too 

(resulting in several new species records), as people look to venture out closer to home – and with 

some useful new contacts. 

 

It is difficult to judge exactly how much new interest there is in the environment and its wildlife, but 

our numbers do suggest things are moving forward. Naturally, we hope this trend continues, and to 

this end invite our friends and supporters to encourage all those they are in contact with who 

express concern about the environment and/or an interest in Nature, to join us. 

 

 

Hedge End Conservation Volunteers – Hedge End Town Council has suspended the monthly 

volunteer sessions since February due to the Covid-19 outbreak. 



Coltsfoot Pond Invasive, non-native species! Some light work has continued, not least around and in 

Coltsfoot Pond, which is tragically blessed with several ‘INNS’ – invasive, non-native species, and our 

very own invasive Reedmace. 

 
In the foreground can be seen Parrot’s Feather (also known as New Zealand Pygmy Weed), to the 

left (Blue) Pickerel Weed, and in the background, spreading Reedmace.  Dotted all over is a small 

leaved plant, Australian Swamp Stonecrop.  

 
Coltsfoot Pond - Before and After Photos (19th July 2020) 

 



Wildern Local Nature Reserve Zones – What’s in a Name? 

Last Summer an ecologist from Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre (HBIC) visited various 

sites within the LNR, including what the report calls Wildern Nature Park Meadow, which we had 

named Coltsfoot Paddock (it isn’t a paddock!). This is one of three Sites of Importance for Nature 

Conservation (SINC).  The ecologist had a focus on the plant life, describing it as a “small species rich 

fen meadow”. It is also a ‘priority habitat’ of Purple Moor-grass and rush pasture.  It is a flooded 

meadow. 

 
Although noting the past period as one of negligible management input (the two Dexter cattle were 

reintroduced last Summer and are here again this year), he notes that “during the survey an 

impressive range of species were recorded in the meadow”.  It included “an excellent 9 species of 

old meadow indicator and 6 species which are regarded as having notable status….”. 

 



The ecologist then sums up with: “Altogether this is still a cracking (my emphasis - TC) biodiverse 

little sight worthy of a high degree of care and attention.”.  As a layman, this reflects what I (Terry 

Crow) have found in recording mainly invertebrates – that it is home to a tremendous variety and a 

good many scarce species (my favourite is the Bog Microdon – a hoverfly, which is rare). 

Coincidentally, about the same time we received HBIC’s report, I was reading the Spring edition of 

“Wild Life”, the magazine of Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust, and in particular an article 

about a new nature reserve dubbed Newchurch Moors on the Isle of Wight. Newchurch derives from 

the nearest village. But adding ‘Moors’ is the really interesting bit.  Apparently, the word ‘moor’ 

harks back to the Middle Ages and means ‘rough grazing marsh subject to flooding’.  And this 

definition describes the meadow to a tee.  

 

 

 



A cracking site deserves a cracking name.  The name Wildern itself does conjure up a natural state, a 

wilderness, though it heralds back to a time when it was owned by what I assume to be an ancestor 

of Norman conquerors, de Wildern, about 800 years ago.  This adds interest. So, it was but a small 

step to make it Wildern Moor, giving it an air of mystery, if not to say bleakness, but about authentic 

as you could get, reflecting its ancient history and habitat. So there we have it – what was in recent 

times known as Coltsfoot Paddock, is now known as Wildern Moor. Long may it continue. 

 

Wasps – a much maligned order of insects, whilst we have now recorded 40 species, there are in 

facts thousands of species just in the UK when you include the parasitoid Ichneumonoidae. Many of 

the Ichneumon wasps are difficult to identify, so getting to species is regularly problematical. But we 

have recorded two new species of Sand Wasp recently – and both are scarce. 

The first one recorded on 7th July goes by the fantastic name, Astata boops (below). 

 

 
The second one does not trip off the tongue quite so easily - Lestiphorus bicinctus (above). This was 

photographed 18th August in Wildern Moor 



 

Moths – continuing the focus on scarce species another turn up for the books was the Red-tipped 

Clearwing, a nationally scarce species, and one which as a rule only appears with a lure – and yet in 

little ol’ Wildern LNR we have photographs of it in the Valley Mire area of Hogsty Corner and by 

Coltsfoot Pond:

 
 

Our total number of recorded moth species currently stands at 83. 

 

Butterflies – We seem to be stuck on 27 species, but the good news is that we are seeing more, 

generally speaking, of the species we have, and although not in large numbers, frequent sightings of 



the Silver-washed Fritillary and Purple Hairstreak, species which aren’t scarce, but at the same time 

aren’t often found, despite searching (particularly the latter). 

Below – Silver-washed Fritillary, Goodalls Meadow, 10th August 2020 

 
Above – Purple Hairstreak, Coltsfoot Pond, 21st July 2020 

 

Invertebrates as a whole – our listing of invertebrates is mainly made up of insects – 514 out of 560 

species, with 25 of the rest being Arachnids. 

 

Determining which are rare can sometimes be challenging – because of the lack of records it is 

simply unknown, or perhaps because the particular species cannot be identified unless looked at 



under the microscope, and also due to the terminology being inconsistent across taxa – terms like 

‘local’ may mean scarce, but not necessarily, or if listed as a species of concern, they may still be 

relatively common. 

 

In round terms, we have recorded roughly 40 scarce invertebrates, all insects. 

 

Amphibians & Reptiles – the not so good news is that we are yet to turn up a Grass Snake, despite 

an ‘official’ reptile survey being conducted over the past months with the use of ‘tins’. 

 

Slow-worms and Common Lizards appear in good numbers, whilst Common Frogs are known to be 

abundant, but not that often seen in the Summer months. 

 

But the good news is that under one of the tins we found our first Common Toad. 

 

 
 

 

Birds – we have many fish in Coltsfoot Pond – mainly Common Rudd, a few Carp, the occasional 

Goldfish/Koi or hybrid, and Sticklebacks (the Eel(s) have not appeared again this year). And with fish 

come those that predate on them.  In this instance giving us a new bird species record, namely, a 

Kingfisher.  There have been several sightings since the back end of 2019, and then on 21st July 2020, 

Andy Binns, caught on the hop with his camera equipment, still managed this photo of one, our first 

such record. 



 
 

An irregular visitor is the Kestrel, but the one here was snapped over Wildern Moor on the 17th May 

2020. 

 

 
 

More often seen, and not to be confused with the Sparrowhawk – this male and female (photo 

below) were over the Wildern area on 3rd August 2020. 



 
 

Mammals – the big news is that we have a regular Badger passing through the LNR, to the garden of 

a couple of our members and residents of Coltsfoot Close.  It seems this is now on a weekly basis. 

Foxes and hedgehogs are also regularly ‘captured’ on their CCTV. 

 



Whilst several foxes also turn up in their garden, one of the new generation (it is believed) was 

caught unawares in Wildern Moor, 6th August 2020. 

 

 
 

Hedgehogs (and wildlife in general) had a bit of a break with lockdown – the reserve area does 

appear to be blessed with reasonable numbers, fortunately.  Here is one from Terry’s garden, the 

evening of 26th May 2020. 

 

 
 



In Conclusion – it has been an exciting year with many new species recorded, numbers of scarce 

species found, a general increase in the abundance of wildlife, and in the main, pleasant surprises 

(all in the context of a bizarre and scary year for us humans). 

 

Special mention must go to Andy Binns, furloughed most of the time, and out there with his camera 

daily. 

 

And we hope to see more wildlife enthusiasts spending time in our neck of the woods – especially if 

they photograph and record the species we have! 

 

The pandemic has been a terrible tragedy for many, with no end in sight as yet – if there is a silver 

lining for us, it’s that some people at least have used the extra time they may have (recognising that 

others have worked continuously, particularly in the NHS and care homes, but other occupations, 

too) reconnecting with Nature.  

 

We have a small reserve of just 10 hectares or so (hopefully soon to be increased in size), but we 

believe we punch well above our weight in terms of the richness of the flora and fauna (and fungi, 

for that matter).  Chris Packham did an introduction to the biggest wilding project in lowland 

England, namely Knepp Wildland, featured on Springwatch, a 3,500 acres ex-farmland estate in West 

Sussex, waxing lyrical that they had recorded 600+ invertebrates’ species.  They have been going 20 

years and have iconic species such as Turtle Doves turning up, and for the first time in the UK in 

hundreds of years, breeding Storks. They have a full-time ecologist.  Whilst our 560 invertebrate 

species number may not be recorded quite as diligently as theirs (I don’t know – may be it is!), isn’t it 

fantastic to think that an urban wildlife corridor can even begin to show how important a relatively 

small wilderness can be? 

 

Our aim is to spread the word so that corridors are opened up across the borough and beyond, 

engaging more and more people to take things into their own hands, pushing for an improvement in 

the environment, the habitats that wildlife need to thrive, and at the same time providing an 

important connection for us with Nature, something that is, in fact, therapeutic, beneficial to us all. 

 

We hope you continue to keep safe and well. 

 

 

George Baker, Terry Crow & Julie Williams on behalf of Friends of Wildern Local Nature Reserve. 

 

24th August 2020. 


