
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE COMMUNITY AND CULTURE 

COMMITTEE HELD 9TH JULY 2013 

Cllrs present Cllr Margaret Allingham, Cllr Louise Bloom (Chair), Cllr Cynthia Garton 

In Attendance  

Crispian Cook – Executive Director, Berry Theatre 

Owen Calvert-Lyons – Artistic Director, Berry Theatre 

CC709 Apologies Cllr Daniel Clarke, Cllr Shankerlal Sthankiya 

CC710 Minutes and Matters of the last meeting held 11th June 2013 

 CC708 It was confirmed by the Minute clerk that to date one photo had been received for 

 the 2014 calendar. The  Chair wished to remind people to send their photos in. 

 The Minutes were signed. 

CC711 Correspondence 

 (i) Action News Update – July 2013 

 (ii) Volunteering Matters – July 2013 

CC712 To receive a HEWEB Youth Report 

 Due to Donna Brewer giving her apologies a Summer Term report had been compiled and 

 was given to members. 

 The Box would remain open throughout the summer, with the only closure being on Bank 

 Holiday Monday. However this situation would be monitored and if quiet they would go out 

 and do outreach work with the Youth instead. 

 The Chatter Box – Tuesday afternoon drop in session had now started, giving the young 

 people access to information and advice on a variety of matters. 

 Hedge End Carnival – Weeks prior had seen the young people busy making their Minions 

 costumes and even though it had been an extremely hot day a good time was had by all and 

 with Printline kindly donating 1,000 leaflets they were able to further promote The Box 

 Youth Council. 

 The Music Project – Launch of the new studio had been a huge success, with staff, local 

 policing representatives and local dignitaries attending. 

 Two volunteers on loan from KCC were leaving, with one new volunteer joining the team. 

 Cook & Eat Project – two sessions were planned for July and August. 

 The Tuesday Counsellor sessions would be unable during August. 

 Staff members were still undertaking various training courses in August. 

 The Friday Night Project now had their summer term programme, ranging from local 

 trips away to themed nights at The Box. 

CC713 Berry Theatre – Autumn Programme of Events and ways in which they will be supporting 

 families and the community over the coming year 

 (Crispian Cook and Owen Calvert-Lyons) 

 Following the opening of The Berry Theatre two years ago it was reported that the 

 number of people attending had increased greatly from 7,500 in the first year to  
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 15,000 in the second year, with statics showing the most popular events being held were for 

 families and stand- up comedy. This gave valuable insight into what local residents wished 

 to see. 

 Forth coming programming would see fortnightly storytelling and musicians for  families on 

 Saturday mornings. The Youth Theatre would still offer the opportunity  for young people to 

 work with theatre professionals and new writing programmes, with local playwrights 

 would take place fortnightly with children and once a month with adults. They would also 

 be working closely with all local secondary schools on Shakespeare plays as part of the 

 school curriculum. 

 This year’s Christmas production was to be Pinocchio, this was to be an in house production 

 using the various skills of local people from playwrights to performers and would able to 

 be viewed by some 5,000 local residents. 

 The first Hedge End Residents Day (Festival) for this year would be held on Saturday 28th 

 September, with the theme of Professor Minion. The programme of events would see. 

 10.30am – 11.15am Story time, children involvement and free playtime after with props etc

 and from 2.00pm – the screening of Despicable Me 2 free tickets to Hedge End residents. 

 An Arts Council bid for £80,000 had been placed by six libraries within the Borough and if 

 successful they would be working closely with Hedge End Library. 

 Comedy was doing well, with top end named comedians starting to use The Berry Theatre as 

 part of their touring circuit. 

 A breakdown on the 2013-2014 Berry Theatre funding was given to all members. From the 

 £10,000 budget allocated £4,000 had been set aside for x2 Hedge End Festivals @£2,000 

 each and £3,150 had been set aside for x5 primary schools to have one days free hire of the 

 Berry Theatre @ £630.00 each, leaving £2,850  for 50% hires subsidy and community 

 programming. 

 To date the following groups had applied for this funding and included the following 

 1. Hedge End Carnival Committee – 21st April   £   183.75 

 2. The Salvation Army – 3rd May    £   183.75 

 3. Kathakali  Event – 27th September    £   335.00 

 4. The Performing Arts Company – 24th to 30th November £ 1750.00 

                TOTAL: £ 2452.50 

 leaving just £ 397.50 remaining for any further 50% hires subsidy/community programming. 

 It was confirmed that to date only Shamblehurst Primary School had taken up the free 

 days hire of the Berry. The Chair asked that a reminder via e-mail was sent to all  of the 

 remaining schools reminding them of this funding that was available to them. 

 With the Theatre doing well and the increased up take on the moneys available to 

 local groups, it was proposed by the Chair and seconded by Cllr Cynthia Garton that the  
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 Finance and Administration Committee were asked that when the 2014- 2015 budget is 

 considered that the funding for the Berry Theatre be increased to £15,000. 

 RESOLVED that the F&A Committee were asked to consider increasing the Berry Theatre 

 funding for 2014-15 to £15,000. 

CC714 To discuss marking the Centenary of the start of the First World War 

              (4th August 2014) 

 To mark the Centenary grants from £3,000 to £10,000 were  available from the 

 Heritage Lottery Fund for Community Projects which would explore, conserve and 

 share the heritage of the First World War. In Particular to help young people aged 

 11 to 25 years to take an active part in the Centenary commemorations.  

 The concept of publishing a factual booklet based on the lives of those that fell during the 

 Great War and who are named on the Hedge End Cenotaph was put to the committee for 

 consideration. 

 It was suggested that 2,000 B5 booklets for all the pupils at Wildern School were produced, 

 along with 9,000 Gazettes (Special Edition) and 100 hard back books for presentations and 

 for the families involved. 

 Members felt that it would be good to know more about the 41 names, who they were and 

 where they lived. 

 All agreed that this was progressed further by the Deputy Town Clerk, who had come up 

 with the concept. That further costing’s were sort for the above along with what the grant 

 application would involve and returned to the September Community and Culture 

 Committee meeting for the grant to be considered. 

 RESOLVED that this concept is progressed, that all costing’s are obtained, the grant 

 looked at and returned to the C & C September meeting for grant consideration. 

 There being no further business to conduct the meeting closed at 7.59pm 


