
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE COMMUNITY AND CULTURE 

 COMMITTEE HELD 11TH OCTOBER 2011 

Cllr present: Cllr Shelia Baynes, Cllr Louise Bloom(Chair), Cllr Daniel Clarke, Cllr Cynthia 

Garton, Cllr Pearl Hicks, Cllr Shankerlal Sthankiya 

In attendance: Jenny Critchlow 

  Milley Caulston – Chair of the Youth Council 

CC589 Apologies  Cllr Caitlin Bloom, Cllr Derek Pretty 

CC590 Minutes and Matters of the meeting held 13th September 2011 

CC587(a)  Cllr Cynthia Garton asked for clarfication that the Christmas Tree being 

donated by Cllr Jane Welsh was indeed not now being used, this was confirmed that 

due to various implications it was not now feasible for the tree to be used.                               

The minutes were signed by the Chairman. 

CC591 Correspondence 

 (a) Volunteering Matters – October 2011 

 (b) Action News Update – October 2011 

 (c) Hedge End Street Pastors – A letter had been received thanking the 

             Committee for the £400.00 grant that was given.              

CC592 To receive a HEWEB Youth Council Report 

Both Jenny Critchlow and Milley Caulston gave brief reports on the current situation. 

Milley reported that the Youth Council still met regularly, but felt very unsure about 

the future. 

Cllr Louise Bloom committed that the partnership with the HCC was looking less 

likely, with HEWEB Local Area Committee, HETC, Botley and West End Parish 

Councils, plus other organisations pulling together to make sure that the provision 

for Youth continued. 

TADIC would be moving to a Charitable Trust status, which would enable different 

sources of funding to be sort. 

It was made clear that HETC were very much involved, keen and committed in the 

continuation of the Youth Council. 

CC593 Matters to be Resolved – Berry Theatre 

a) That HETC will support local Hedge End Groups (based in Hedge End) on the           

basis of a 50% subsidy of the hire fee. Invoices to be submitted to HETC for 

reimbursement. 

b) That HETC will support a free Hedge End festival weekend of activity in  

February/March 2012 with the aim of encouraging a free film showing, a free live 

performance and free workshops. That HETC will discuss arrangements for two such 

weekends in the new financial year 2012/2013 at £2,000 each.  
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c) That HETC will set aside a sum of £10,000 of additional funding for community 

 projects subject to budget and funding clarification for each community 

 engagement project, with all Primary schools within Hedge End having the 

 opportunity to make use of this facility and funding. 

 It was asked that an addition be added to (c) enabling primary schools within 

 Hedge End to participate in the use of this facility. 

 A vote of members was taken 

 6 for 

 0 against 

 0 abstentions 

RESOLVED – That the above was agreed on how the £20,000 funding was used in 

support of the Berry Theatre.       

It was mentioned by the Chairman that Sarah Brigham had been asked to attend 

this meeting, but being too short notice she would now be attending the next 

meeting on the 8th November to give a six monthly report presentation.             

CC594 Christmas Lights 

(a) Update Lights and event 

 A full update on how the Christmas lights were progressing was given by the Minute 

Clerk. 

Due to the timescale and costs involved in having power boxes put throughout the 

Village Centre to power the building lights, this year it would not be possible and 

therefore no buildings would be lit.  

It was asked that this was made an agenda item for discussion at the January/ 

February meeting, with the possibility of having them in place as part of the 

2012/2013 Christmas Lights. 

 

 The Chairman ran through the list of events that were being organised for the switch   

on. 

It was confirmed that the Indian Dancers would be present. Father Christmas had 

been booked. Mr Burnett was more than happy to attend as last year and would be 

providing generators to light the stall area.   

Cllr Pearl Hicks had contacted all the schools, who had a deadline of the 18th        

November to let her know if they wished to participate. 

The Salvation Army band had been contacted but were already booked.  

The Carnival Court would be present to switch on the lights. 

Obtaining mince pies was still to be sorted and Cllr Pearl Hicks still had to go and 

speak to Budgens. 
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Cllr Shankerlal Sthankiya confirmed that he would be more than happy to go round 

and speak to all the shops in the village.                                                      

(b) To consider the lighting of additional trees on the Village Green Area 

A quotation had been obtained for the cost of lighting additional trees of 

approximately 30ft and was as follows. 

£350.00 + vat to dress.  

£79.00 per 20m pealight strings, each tree would require at least 150m, therefore x8 

of these 20m strings would be needed per tree = £632.00 + vat.  

Total cost per tree = £982.00 + vat. 

It was confirmed that there was £7,324.10 left in the budget after all costs had been 

taken into consideration. 

It was agreed by members that x7 additional trees on the Village Green area were lit 

in the same way as the x4 existing trees, in white, at a cost of £6,874 + vat. 

RESOLVED – That an additional x7 trees are lit in the same way as the existing tree 

on the Village Green Area at the price of £6,874 + vat.  

CC595 To discuss the proposed changes to the opening hours – Hedge End Library 

Documentation reference the reduction in opening hours was previously 

circulated to all members. Hedge End classed as a medium Library would see 

it close one day a week, Wednesday, opening 35+ hours a week, including Saturday, 

closed Sunday.  

A formal consultation on these new proposals to reduce opening hours would run 

until the 28th December 2011, after which time a report on these changes would be 

presented, with implementation of the new opening hours on 1st April 2012. 

 

Rather than reduce the hours, it was felt that hours should be extended, especially 

into the evening, a late opening one day a week was not enough, this should be 

everyday to accommodate residents who otherwise worked and only had a  

Saturday morning to use the library. 

Volunteers could work alongside staff, in order to extend the opening hours. 

Local organisations/groups could get involved. 

Were the public even aware what the library had to offer other than books, like DVD 

hire, computers for use, along with a coffee corner. 

It was asked that the minute clerk write a formal response to the consultation on 

behalf of the Town Council, expressing their regret in the proposed changes to the 

opening hours and staff losses, but would welcome the opportunity to work with the 

County, seeing the library hours extended. 
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FORMAL RESPONSE TO HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL’S PROPOSAL TO REDUCE 

OPENING HOURS – HEDGE END LIBRARY 

That Hedge End Town Council regrets the reduction in opening hours and effect on 

staff that the proposal to close the library one day a week, on a Wednesday will have 

to the Community of Hedge End. 

The Community of Hedge End has increased dramatically in size over the last few 

years and will continue to do so, making it vital that this service is enhanced and 

extended to benefit all. 

That the Town Council welcomes the opportunity to work alongside the County 

Council in maintaining the current opening hours and indeed, as a Council would like 

to see the hours extended to cover 9.30am to 7pm Monday to Saturday, enabling 

residents to make full use of this highly used facility. 

 

It was agreed by members that the above written response was to be passed as a 

recommendation to Full Council. 

Meeting closed at 8.20pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


